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Overgrown Trails 


Let us search and try our ways, and turn again to the Lord. Lamen- 
tations 3:40. Read verses 21-26,40,41. 


For four hundred years, so the story runs between the Old and 
New Testaments, the way of the Lord has become dim through dis- 
use. It has grown over with weeds; even trees, out of place, stood 
where the feet of pilgrims had trod; rocks protruded; gullies like 
scars were cut by rushing floods. The highway of God was not 
plain, and weary travelers were losing their way. 


How easily the wilderness takes over! History records that when 
a person, or a nation, turns aside from the way of God’s righteous- 
ness, then comes confusion and wandering. The trail itself is never 
completely erased, but our neglect obscures it from our view. John 
the Baptist knew the way, and the Way maker, when he knew Jesus 
was come, he cried, “The Kingdom of heaven is at hand!” 


Every Lenten time is again a searching of our hearts and a trying 
of our ways. Each one can find and enter the Kingdom if with all 
his heart he turns unto the Lord. 


Let Us Pray: Gracious Father, thou knowest the waywardness 
of our lives and our willful neglect. Forgive our foolish ways, we 
beseech thee. We would follow in thy footsteps with glad obedience, 
promising to walk in the path of thy commandments, as led by Christ 
our Lord. AMEN. 


Worrorp C. Timmons in The Fellowship of Prayer, distributed by the National 
Council of Churches. Used by permission. 











Letters to the Editors 





Church Groups and Hotels Fail to Agree 





Men’‘s Meeting Cancelled 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

In the February 6 issue (Presbyterian 
Calendar) announcement is made of an 
Oklahoma City area meeting of the Na- 
tional Council of USA Presbyterian men, 
Mar. 2-4. 

I regret to write that this convention has 
been cancelled. I am told that the reason 
is that the hotels here would not abolish 
the color line in the matter of entertain- 
ment. 

L. C. WALTER. 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


Stevenson Editorial 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

I just want to express my thanks to 
you for the excellently worded editorial 
comment on Governor Stevenson’s mem- 
bership in this church in your January 16 
issue. 

It is a clear and sympathetic statement 
of facts. ... 

Rosert G. ANprvs. 
Lake Forest, Il. 


Malignant Gremlin 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

You must have had a special gremlin 
crawling among the type (Feb. 6, page 
9, col. 2, line 13): “malignant prodi- 
gality”! 

READER. 

EDITORS’ NOTE—Please correct your 
copies to magnificent prodigality! 


Must the Church Lag? 
To Tue OUTLOOK: 

. I always enjoy my copy of THE Our- 
LOOK and particularly Dr. Foreman’s week- 
ly column, and I especially appreciate your 
frank and forthright presentation of all 
of the issues that face the church. We 
are just as concerned in our own form of 
segregation here in the North, unwritten 
segregation to be sure, as many people 
in the South are also concerned, and your 
articles concerning the problem always 
have special meaning and importance to 
us 


Here’s hoping that the church may soon 
catch-up with the teachings of the Bible 
end the decisions of the Supreme Court 
of our land in its thinking on this subject. 
Must the church always bring up the rear 
or will it some day lead the parade?... 

Ropert L. WALLER. 
Sedalia, Ohio. 


Jerome Davis Article 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

An article in THe OvtTLooK by Dr. 
Jerome Davis (OvuTLOOK, Sept. 12) seems 
to overlook the distinction between com- 
munism as a theory of government and 
Communism as a Russian Dictatorship 
seeking world control by violence and sub- 
version. 

The reference to “a fear which is para- 
noia” seems rather far-fetched. Of what 
is he afraid? My idea is that the only 
really fearful ones are those who realize 
that, consciously or unconsciously, they 
have been aiding Russian subversion of 
our own government. 

It is not merely a question of numbers. 
Who can tell how many American lives 
have been and will be paid, for one Dr. 
Fuchs or Burgess or MacLean? The un- 
earthing of that type of man is what our 
Congressional Committees have been and 
are doing. 

Dr. Davis seems to imply that the only 
alternative to Communism, Russian type, 
is not Christianity as expressed in indi- 
vidual lives, but Social Security as dis- 
pensed by an all powerful state. In this 
connection I quote from an address de- 
livered some years ago by Dr. Harold W. 
Dodds, President of Princeton University: 

“|. The appeal of the authoritarian state 
is its plausible promise of security without 
responsibility. ... 

“For society, concentration upon se- 
curity as a goal is suicidal, doomed to 
practical as well as spiritual failure. By 
the same token the individual who lives 
for security is also throttling his powers 
and starving his soul.” 

As to the names mentioned by Dr. 
Davies, I much doubt that Abraham Lin- 
coln would have allowed his name to have 





Contest Honorable Mention 





Some Enthusiastic Person 
By SUSAN B. GILLESPIE 


Church members subscribe to church papers because they are 
persuaded by some enthusiastic person that they should subscribe. 
As they read the papers their interest in church matters grows. 
get information as to what is going on, what church leaders of their 


own denomination and others are thinking about, and what the lay 
members can do in and through the local church. After reading the 


church papers, a church member reaches out beyond the limits of his 
own church and his own community to share his thought, his prayer, 
his conversation, his money, his service. 


Mrs. W. C. Gillespie, Whigham, Ga., is president of the Women of the Church and 
teacher of the Pioneer class in the Cairo church. 


They 








been used with as little care as did Bishop 
Oxnam, according to the Bishop’s own tes- 
timony. In closing, I quote that same 
Abraham Lincoln: 


“You cannot help small men by tear- 
ing down big men.” 

“You cannot lift the wage earner by 
pulling down the wage payer.” 

“You cannot help men permanently by 
doing for them what they could and should 
do for themselves.” 

FRANK C. MOFFart. 
Rowayton, Conn. 


Vacation Fund 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


The Vacation Fund has received many 
glowing letters of thanks from the minis- 
ters of our Church who were the bene- 
ficiaries of the fund last year. The Fund 
enabled 115 to enjoy a restful and re- 
freshing experience attending one of the 
three great conference centers of our 
church, or one of the preaching clinics. 
Without this assistance made possible by 
the gifts of many friends and organiza- 
tions of local churches these ministers 
would have been denied these beneficial 
experiences. 


Below we give a few quotations from 
some of the “Thank you” letters which 
we have received. As you read these 
expressions of their deep gratitude we 
hope you will feel repaid, at least in part, 
for your contribution. 

The following are simply typical of 
scores of such letters: — 

“Your very generous and unexpected 
letter arrived today and I must let you 
know how very grateful I am. Surely the 
Lord spoke audibly to someone for we 
were in quite a financial strain. Please 
know that it is deeply appreciated.” 


“T received your check from the Vaca- 
tion Fund and enjoyed the Bible Con- 
ference at Montreat with that gift. I 
want to express my very great thanks to 
you and all others who had a part in the 
wonderful vacation I enjoyed.” 


“T just want to say to you and through 
you to those who are so generous: We 
appreciate this gift, not only for the 
thoughtfulness behind it. but also for 
the avenue that it opens for us to grow 
in usefulness to our Lord and to be re- 
created in body and mind in this summer 
month. Thank you and may God richly 
bless you and all who are serving him 
through this Fund.” 

“Please let me thank you and your 
committee heartily and sincerely for it: 
and at the same time express my deep 
appreciation for the silent and helpful 
work you and your committee are doing 
for the servants of the church.” 

I rejoice in the privilege of administer- 
ing this generosity of those who contribute 
to this fund year to year. 

Wane H. Bocas. 
Manager, Vacation Fund. 
Atlanta, Ga. 





HYMNBOOK EXCHANGE 


WANTED 


Presbyterian, U. S., Hymnal, 25 copies. 
W. Kirk Allen, First church, Box 924, 
Lufkin, Texas. 

Presbyterian, U. S., Hymnal, 75-100 
copies at Natalia Community Presby- 
terian Church and the same number at 
the First church, Pleasanton. W. A. 
Engstrom, Natalia, Texas. 
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One Man’s Opinion 


Pew Report Is 


INDIANAPOLIS (RNS) — Recently-pub- 
lished reports that lay and clerical mem- 
bers of the National Council of Churches 
are at odds over the agency’s role in poli- 
tical, social and economic matters stem 
from only one man, according to a prom- 
inent Hoosier industrialist. 

Irwin Miller, Columbus, Ind., said in 
an interview here that accounts of a 
“split” are based on the personal con- 
victions of J. Howard Pew of Philadel- 
phia. 

Mr. Pew was chairman of the national 
laymen’s committee that helped organize 
the National Council. The 190-member 
committee disbanded automatically last 
year when its prescribed term of duty 
ended. Mr. Miller was a member of the 
committee. 


David Lawrence Exclusive 


The Philadelphia businessman recent- 
ly published a 316-page ‘chairman’s 
final report’’ to the committee which was 
represented as summarizing the group’s 
work and findings. As such it was re- 
leased to a nationally-syndicated news- 
paper columnist (David Lawrence) and 
to a news magazine (Mr. Lawrence’s U.S. 
News and World Report). 

“In no way can Pew’s own views be 
seen as an expression of the laymen,” 
Mr. Miller stated. ‘Pew is speaking for 
himself. The committee itself has made 
no report.’ 


USA Moderator 


Two men have been endorsed by their 
presbyteries for nomination to the USA 
General Assembly as Moderator of that 
body when it meets in Philadelphia May 
24. 

David Profitt, Maryville, Tenn., elder, 
and a past president of the National 
Council of Presbyterian Men, has been 
endorsed by the Presbytery of Union 
(Tenn.). He has served and serves in 
many presbytery, synod and Assembly 
posts of responsibility. 

Edward L. R. Elson, pastor of the 
National Presbyterian Church, Washing- 
ton, D. C., was endorsed by the Presby- 
tery of Washington City. Before going 
to Washington in 1946 he served five 
vears as an Army chaplain. His earlier 
ministry was in California. 


Personal View 


Mr. Miller, a member of the National 
Council’s General Board, belongs to 
North Christian church in Columbus. He 
is board chairman of Cummins Engine 
Co., Irwin Union Bank and Trust Co., 
and Union Starch and Refining Co. 

Mr. Pew was quoted in the report as 
saying his committee felt churches should 
stay out of social, political and economic 
issues, while clergymen insist on speak- 
ing out. 

However, Mr. Miller said that the 115 
laymen on the National Council’s 256- 


man General Board have voted on and 
helped to write its public utterances on 
the proposed Bricker amendment, Con- 
gressional investigations, the United Na- 
tions and other matters. 

‘My personal feeling is that no part of 
life can be declared ‘out of bounds’ to 
the church,” he said. 

“Laymen are active partners of the 
clergy in all divisions of the National 
Council. Meetings of the board are held 
in a democratic way, with lengthy debate 
on business and policies.” 

Members of the lay committee differed 
more among themselves than with min- 
isters, according to Mr. Miller. ‘“Differ- 
ences were between individuals rather 
than groups,” he said. 


PAYNE CHARGES THAT CHURCHES ARE 
WARRENS FOR ‘SPIRITUAL RABBITS‘ 


Los ANGELES (RNS)—A Presbyterian 
leader told 600 ministers here that “we 
have turned our churches into warrens for 
spiritual rabbits who want some magic 
formula to save their tender skins.” 

This day calls for brave preaching but 
sermons have become too easy-going, said 
Paul Calvin Payne, Philadelphia, gen- 

ral secretary of the Board of Christian 
Education, Presbyterian Church, USA. 

He was a featured speaker at the eighth 
annual Ministers’ Convocation sponsored 
by the University of Southern Califor- 
nia’s School of Religion and the South- 
ern California Council of Protestant 
Churches. 

“Those brave souls who would take 
the church seriously find themselves baf- 
fled and distressed by the lack of chal- 
lenge or by the little church chores that 
are assigned them when they volunteer 
for service,” Dr. Payne said. 


They Meant Business 


He called for rediscovery and revival 
of the old ways of the early church and 
the apostles. 

“They meant business and they saw 
to it that everyone who came into the 
Christian fellowship meant business, 
otherwise he didn’t get in,” he said. 


“The church today is paralyzed at the 
moment of its supreme opportunity be- 
cause we have committed the blasphemy 
of insisting that what is so costly for God 
shall come easy to us. 

“We haven’t dared face our congrega- 
tions with a hard gospel. Consequently, 
we have attracted to our churches the 
timid, the soft, the unadventurous. What 


we forget is that the kind of people who 
change the world are attracted, not re- 
pelled, by the call to hardship and cour- 
age.” 

Dr. Payne also lashed out at city 
churches that refuse to change with their 
community. He said: 

“We are in perpetual mass motion. Our 
American society is like a gigantic merry- 
go-round with all the horses going in dif- 
ferent directions. Most of our city 
churches, once thronged, now stand as 
empty stone monuments. 

“They are dying and deserve to die be- 
cause they make no effort to serve the 
neighborhood where they are situated. 

“They serve people coming in to the 
center of the city from wealthy suburban 
homes, who want the dignified, luxurious, 
comforting and sometimes irrelevant es- 
capes provided by the gothic roof and the 
cool weathered oak, velvet-cushioned pews 
of the grand old church.” 


Optimum Size 

Dr. Payne urged that in Southern Cali- 
fornia, an area of rapid population 
growth, a research project should be 
started at once to determine “‘the optimum 
size of a congregation.” He said that 
a congregation is probably too large when 
the minister can no longer become per- 
sonally acquainted with each member. 

The clergyman also attacked the mania 
for personal security. 

“TJ think hot-rod-ism is a_ protest 
against this demand for security,” he 
said. 

“This is a world fit for heroes,” Dr. 
Payne said. 

“With everything in danger, with the 
world providing enormous problems, 








enormous opportunities, enormous haz- 
ards and enormous rewards, this a good 
world, for my money.” 


S. C. Baptist Resigns 
To Take VA Chaplaincy 


BATEsBURG, S. C. (RNS) — George 
Jackson Stafford, who resigned as pastor 
of First Baptist church here rather than 
“renounce my religious convictions re- 
garding Christian race relations” has ac- 
cepted a post in the Veterans Administra- 
tion chaplaincy. He will serve at a VA 
hospital in the Southeast. 

A native of Spartanburg, he is a grad- 
uate of Southern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, served as a Marine Corps pilot 
in World War II and had been pastor 
of the church since 1952. 

In a statement announcing his accept- 
ance of the post, Mr. Stafford charged 


that the church’s board of deacons had 
demanded his resignation last November 
“as the result of several highly placed 
members of the congregation playing poli- 
tics with my religion.” 

Gov. George B. Timmerman, Jr. of 
South Carolina and his father, Federal 
Judge George Bell Timmerman, are mem- 
bers of the congregation. The latter is 
chairman of the board of deacons. 

“‘Tudge Timmerman’s prejudice against 
me was provoked by my vote at the 1954 
Southern Baptist Convention to abide by 
the (May 17, 1954) decision of the U.S. 
Supreme Court regarding racial segrega- 
tion,” Mr. Stafford said. 

“The Supreme Court declared enforced 
racial discrimination to be unconstitu- 
tional; the Convention went a step further 
by declaring discrimination based solely 


on race or color of skin to be immoral and 
un-Christian.” 


The clergyman said his views on race 


ANY QUESTIONS? 


Questions are answered here by ministers 
serving on a radio-telephone panel. Most 
questicns are submitted by telephone; some 
by mail (to The Outlook). Answers are re- 
corded and then submitted for amendment 
or revision. Participants here are: Holmes 
Rolston, editor-in-chief of Presbyterian, U.S., 
Christian education materials; and John H. 
Marion, director of the Virginia Council on 
Human Relations. 


TURNING THE CHEEK 


Please explain Luke 6:29 about 
turning the other cheek. 

Rotston: This verse is from Luke’s 
version of the Sermon on the Mount. It 
is part of the passage in which Jesus tells 
us to love our enemies, to do good to 
those who hate us, to bless those that 
curse us, and to pray for those that de- 
spitefully use us. It is found in Luke. 
It is not found in Matthew, but the pas- 
sage in Matthew has basically the same 
meaning. It is a passage in which Jesus 
teaches us that we are not to return evil 
for evil, or to meet violence with violence. 
Christians in so doing cut at the roots 
of evil and practice the policy of over- 
coming evil with good. Our ability to 
put a verse like this in practice depends 
on the situation. It is more effective 
when there can be an appeal to public 
opinion and to an enlightened conscience. 
I do not think that we should make it 
an absolutely binding principle in all of 
the situations of life. 

MoperAtTorR: You don’t think it has 
much to do then with war between na- 
tions ? 

Rotston: I would think that the 
whole question of war between nations 
has to be pitched on a much larger plane 
than that. I do think that in dealing 
with nations if we can seek each other’s 


4 


good, if we can cease to hate and learn 
to love and can follow constructive poli- 
cies, we are following the principles of 
turning the other cheek. 

Moperator: But do you think this 
has something to do with a man’s personal 
dealings with another man? 

Rotston: In many cases I would 
think a man would be much wiser to 
suffer wrong than to meet violence with 
violence. I am not sure this would be 
true in every case. There are some cases 
where I think a man has a perfect right 
to defend himself and those who are de- 
pendent upon him. 

Marion: Someone has said that Jesus 
taught fatherly love more often and more 
emphatically than he did brotherly love. 
If we think of this verse in terms of a 
father loving his children we can _per- 
haps understand it better. Many fathers 
have to “turn the other cheek” to their 
children. That is to say, they can and 
do go on loving their children even when 
their children hate and despitefully use 
them. Certainly parental love is the kind 
of love that requires that a person turn 
the other cheek (in a spiritual sense) 
quite often. Although force may have 
to be used, it will be used without hate 
or bitterness or vengefulness. Jesus 
seems to say that the more of this sort 
of love we can develop and display, the 
better things will be for everybody con- 
cerned. 

RotsTon: I may say too that Mahat- 
mi Gandhi used this principle in develop- 
ing his whole program of non-resistance, 
but it is also true that now that India has 
become a nation it is becoming increas- 
ingly difficult for her to follow this prin- 
ciple alone. It does not work in all in- 
ternational relationships. 


are best stated in Matthew 22:29—“Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself” —and 
in the Golden Rule—‘‘Do unto others as 
you would have them do unto you.” 

He said that 25 members had voted at 
a congregational meeting to accept his 
resignation but the rest of the 300 persons 
present abstained from voting (OUTLOOK, 
Nov, 21). 


Oklahoma Plans Campaign 


The Presbyterian, U. S., Synod of 
Oklahoma has joined the other southern 
synods in planning a financial campaign 
for higher education (OuTLooK, Dec. 
26). In a called meeting, a campaign 
was approved which is expected to seek 
between $200,000 and $250,000 for Aus- 
tin College, Sherman, Texas; Austin 
Seminary, Austin, Texas; Oklahoma 
Presbyterian College in Durant and the 
Goodland Indian Orphanage in Hugo. 


World Day of Prayer, Feb. 17 


One Flock, One Shepherd 
By Margaret Hargrove 
Louisville, Kentucky 


So there shall be one flock, one shep- 
herd.—John 10:16. Read Ephesians 
4:1-16. 


From the Cook Christian Training 
School in Phoenix, Arizona, where In- 
dian American leaders receive training 
for service among their own people, comes 
the worship program to be used in the 
1956 World Day of Prayer observance 
in over 130 different countries. For sev- 
enty years this observance has been a 
cord of loving and prayerful concern 
helping to gather together God’s children 
everywhere into one flock, that under one 
shepherd Christ’s prayer might be more 
manifest: That you may be one even as 
my Father and I are one. 

Writing from our own Angola Mission 
in the Umbundu idiom, a young church 
woman speaks of their participation in 
this world-wide observance and reminds 
us of a native proverb: The smoke from 
the mountains and the smoke from the 
plains meet in the heavens. She adds: 
It is true, “God is one, Heaven is one, 
our prayers will meet in God and he 
will bless us all.” 


Let Us Pray: 
“We thank thee that thy church unsleep- 
ing, 
While earth rolls onward into light, 
Thro’ all the world her watch is keeping 
And rests not now by day or night.” 
AMEN. 


From The Fellowship of Prayer, distrib- 
uted by the National Council of Churches. 
Used by permission. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





oO One 


a oO 


hou 
and 
S as 


d at 

his 
sons 
0K, 


ign 
1 of 
hern 
aign 
Dec. 
aign 
seek 
Aus- 
ustin 
10ma 
1 the 
1g0. 


erd 


shep- 


‘sians 


ining 
e In- 
ining 
comes 
n the 
"vance 
r sev- 
een a 
mcern 
ildren 
er one 
. more 
ven as 


[ission 
church 
ion in 
‘minds 
e from 
ym the 
adds: 
is one, 
ind he 


nsleep- 


ht, 

c<eeping 
night.” 
AMEN. 


distrib- 
1urches. 


TLOOK 





Psychological Aspects of Capital Punishment 


A Manchester correspondent asks: 


“Would you say something about the 
psychological approach to capital pun- 
ishment? A great demonstration has 
been successful in London and now the 
provinces are to be canvassed. The Gov- 
ernment have rejected the Royal Com- 
mission’s findings on this matter, and 
I should appreciate your comments on 
this grave question.” 

The psychological approach to capital 
punishment centers round the motives of 
punishment. We are fond of saying and 

even thinking that sentences are meted out 
on a basis of justice. That is not so. 

A judge is supposed to hold the scales 
of justice between the criminal and so- 
ciety; society has to be protected, and to 
some extent its resentment and horror of a 
crime must be expressed. On the other 
hand, the criminal has a right to be un- 
derstood, and to have everything said on 
his behalf and put forward in mitigation 
of the punishment. 

It does not work out that way in prac- 
tice. ‘Too often a sentence is determined 
by the emotional reaction of the judge. 
Be that as it may; the judge can do 
nothing but pronounce the sentence of 
death if a person is found guilty of 
murder. Any remission of that sentence 
lies in the hands of the Home Secretary. 


Deterrence or Retaliation? 

The ostensible motive behind the death 
penalty is the supposed deterrent effect 
of that penalty on others. Actually the 
retaliatory motive is still fairly persistent; 
many people still find a great deal of 
satisfaction in the idea of giving a crim- 
inal his “‘just” due. 

“He has got what he deserved” is not 
an uncommon remark after a case which 
has filled the headlines of our national 
newspapers. In other words, the eye for 
an eye and the tooth for a tooth is still 
a widely held theory of punishment. On 
the surface, however, judges and society 
attempt to justify capital punishment on 
the ground of its deterrent effect upon 
others. 


Does the psychologist find that capital 
punishment has any deterrent effect on 
the homicide? Actually, as one psycholo- 
gist put it in a recent volume: “There 
is no scientific way of verifying the deter- 
rent effect on the criminal of a given pun- 
ishment, even capital punishment.” 

Statistics from countries which have 
done away with the death penalty seem to 
confute the claim that that penalty has 
a deterrent effect. A recent piece of re- 
search work on “The Deterrent Influence 
of the Death Penalty” comes to the con- 





DR. McKENZIE conducts a column dealing 
with personal questions of religion and con- 
duct in the British Weekly, from which this 
is taken, with permission. World copyright. 
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clusion: “The findings of this study 
sustain the conclusion that the death 
penalty has little if anything to do with 
the relative occurrence of murder.” 


“You Don’t Think” 

Warden Lawes, of Sing Sing Prison, 
saw no less than 114 go to the electric 
chair; but to the end of his wardenship 
he maintained that “the criminal was 
never deterred by the knowledge or even 
the certainty that he was going to be sen- 
tenced to death.”” One condemned crim- 
inal he interviewed was quite emphastic: 
“You just don’t think of the hot seat 
when you plug a guy.” 

With the hardened criminal I believe 
that is psychologically true. Murders, 
however, are often committed by people 
who are not hardened criminals. The 
conscious and subconscious fear of con- 
sequences is undoubtedly a controlling 
factor in many people who would do 
wrong if they dared; and in morally nor- 
mal people respect for the law, for au- 
thority and decency of living is incor- 
porated into their moral sentiment; it is 
part of the content of their conscience, 
and acts more or less automatically. 

Those whose behavior tendencies are 
not integrated with their moral sentiment 
actually need a deterrent to keep them 
from wrongdoing. An anxiety-neurosis 
is often a deterrent control of the indi- 
vidual. When you come to the criminal 
mind, whether it be the gangster, the 
housebreaker or the petty thief, the fact 
that they might be caught has little or 
no deterrent effect. 





Abolition Is Urged by 
N. Y. State Churches 


Syracuse, N. Y. (RNs)—Support of 
bills to abolish capital punishment in 
New York was urged by the legislative 
committee of the State Council of 
Churches. 

“We hold that the proper function of 
all penal procedures is to protect society 
and to rehabilitate the offender rather 
than to exact vengeance,” the committee 
said in a memorandum. “The State 
Council has consistently favored the abo- 
lition of capital punishment believing 
that ‘life is the gift of God and should 
not be destroyed by an individual or by 
the state.’ ” 

One of the bills would abolish capital 
punishment and make life imprisonment 
the maximum penalty for first degree 
murder. 

The other would make life sentence, 
rather than execution, mandatory instead 
of permissive upon jury recommendation. 


The murderer seems, psychologically, to 
be in a different category from those who 
have no respect for the law. Apart from 
those whose reason is actually impaired 
by disease, murderers know what they are 
doing; they know what will happen if 
they are caught; but even the cold de- 
liberate murderer does not know the deep- 
er “why?” of his action. 

We may think it is quite simple— 
he was determined to get money at any 
price, or revenge or whatever is the sur- 
face motive. But why should he en- 
danger everything for money that after 
all could be earned? Why should he not 
choose some other way to satisfy his 
vengeance? A murderer’s motives are 
never on the surface; but the knowledge 
of the penalty has no deterrent effect. 

In other words, he is prepared to be 
hanged or go to the “hot seat” to satisfy 
his impulses. It is that “why?” the psy- 
chologist wants to know as does the 
sociologist. The continuance of the death 
penalty gives neither a chance to get the 
answer to that “why.” Did we know 
more about the man with a propensity to 
kill his own kind we might be able to 
prevent such crime. 

There is a moral aspect to the problem 
of deterrence. The motive behind the 
death penalty is not to deter the man 





Five-Year Moratorium Is 


Proposed in Massachusetts 


Boston (RNS)—A bill sponsored by 
three prison chaplains to suspend capital 
punishment in Massachusetts for a five- 
year trial period was approved, 10-9, by 
a legislative committee. 

However, members of a minority group 
in the committee indicated the proposal 
would be strongly opposed on the floor 
of the legislature. 

Proponents of the measure were the 
Protestant, Roman Catholic and Jewish 
chaplains of the Massachusetts state 
prison. The chaplains also sponsored a 
second bill to abolish the death penalty, 
but this was rejected by the committee 
along with another similar measure. 

One of the legal questions the bill 
raised here was whether the moratorium 
would apply to those already convicted 
and sentenced to die. 

Meanwhile, the Massachusetts Police 
Chief Association, the Attorney General 
and nine of the state’s district attorneys 
issued statements opposing the proposed 
five-year moratorium. 


LATER—This measure was rejected 
by the House of Representatives, 179-50, 
after heated debate. Proponents, who 
had anticipated a close vote, were as- 
tonished at the wide margin of the oppo- 
sition. 











who has committed a murder; it is given 
to deter others. But that is absolutely 
immoral. If I have done wrong, then let 
me be punished for what I have done. 
But not even the state has a right to pun- 
ish me in order to deter others from doing 
what I did. Why should I be punished 
for another man’s propensities ? 

Especially is this true of capital pun- 
ishment. Unless we admit that it is the 
application of the old principle of the 
lex talionis, then its purpose is wholly 
deterrent. The murderer is being hanged, 
not for what he has done but to keep 
others from doing what he did. 


Should Be Abolished 

Hence it seems to me that whatever 
way one looks at this question of capital 
punishment, sound reason can be found 
for abolishing it. Psychologically we 


Sensing the World 
By DANIEL 


LAINLY, the vital forces of the uni- 

verse are working toward a world- 
wide human brotherhood under God. Yet, 
even in a shrinking world, distances are 
still so great, and cultural characteristics 
so diverse, that we find it emotionally 
difficult actually to sense our oneness with 
the distant or the unfamiliar. This en- 
larging of our circle of consciousness so 
as to include a world fraternity involves 
an unprecedented mental and spiritual 
change within us. One tiny aid toward 
this vision of all peoples, races and na- 
tions as forming one cooperative family 
characterized by mutual service and re- 
spect is to have in mind certain metaphors 
for the oneness of human folk. 

* * * 
Like Islands 
From one viewpoint human groups are 
like islands in a sea. Anyone who has 
visited New Hampshire’s Lake Winne- 
pesaukee has heard the popular saying 
that in these waters there is an island for 
every day of the year. They are of various 
sizes, shapes and uses, some proudly 
superior to the rest. But we know that 
down in the depths they are all united, 
being hilltops protruding into attempted 
isolation. If the lake’s waters were to 
be dried up, each island would see firm 
land connecting it with all the others. 
Beneath all differences of nationality and 
culture is the human race. 
* * * 


Stained Glass Windows 


Or we may liken humanity to a stained 
glass window in a great cathedral. The 
bright light of the morning brings out the 


DR. FLEMING is a frequent contributor to 
these columns. Distinguished former pro- 
fessor of missions and author of many books, 
he makes his home in New York. 





need a far deeper knowledge of the crim- 
inal mind of one capable of committing 
murder than we possess. 

The deterrent motive is not existent 
in anyone capable of committing the capi- 
tal crime. Sociologically, statistics bear 
out the assertion that in many states in 
which the death penalty has been abolish- 
ed the rate of homicides is less than in 
those where that penalty still exists. Even 
in America the states which still exercise 
the death penalty have a rate of murders 
almost four times as great as in those 
where it has been abolished. 

I believe that the abolition of the pen- 
alty would better act as a deterrent than 
its continuance because it would show 
that the state had respect for life and for 
the soul. Fear of the penalty never en- 
ters the mind until the deed is done, too 
late to be a deterrent. (Editorial, p. 8) 


Family Under God 
J. FLEMING 


figure of the risen Christ. But on re- 
flection one can see that the triumphant 
figure is made of many pieces of glass. 
Each little bit had been carefully shaped 
and colored. Then the Master Workman 
formed them into this meaningful design. 
Together they picture-forth the Christ, 
as no piece could have done separately. 
In like manner are we not impelled to 
believe that God wants the peoples of the 
world to be different, yet nevertheless to 
make a thrilling picture of harmony in 
the world? 
* *« * 


The Orchestra 


An orchestra provides another picture. 
At first there is the tuning-up period. 
Each musician at this time is intent on 
his own instrument without reference to 
what others are doing. At this stage 
there is no common score. Violin com- 
petes with trumpet, base horn with trom- 
bone, flute with violincello. And then, 
rehearsal over, comes the concert itself. 
Disharmonies have been eliminated. All 
know that they must play together. Be- 
fore them is the Maistro who has the 
score for each instrument and is alert 
to give guidance and direction so that 
all is woven into unified symphony. At 
the wave of his baton each musician 
makes his characteristic contribution. 
Obedient to the overall design, any given 
member of the orchestra remains silent or 
plays his part, pianissimo or fortissimo. 
The result is no dull and uninteresting 
unison but a glorious harmony. Without 
those different notes from drum and cym- 
bal, base viol and harp, the resulting 
beauty would never have been realized. 

Even so, mankind for long centuries 
was separated on the various continents 
and islands of the sea. Each had its 
own language; each developed its own 


culture. In time came nationalism help- 
ing each people to develop group con- 
sciousness—an awareness that they are 
a separate and different people with a 
contribution of their own. At this stage 
there was inevitable conflict and discord. 
The difference caused irritation and even 
ridicule. Each nation was intent on 
developing its own pattern. But grad- 
ually we are catching the vision of work- 
ing together. We begin even to sense 
that a great composer has a wonderful 
plan where harmony takes the place of 
discord, and mautual supplementation is 
seen to be better than playing the role 
of virtuoso. An internationalism opens 
up, which is not destructive of nation- 
alism, but its fulfillment. For mankind’s 
hymn of praise to God need never be 
in unison, but in the harmony of cultural 
maturity. 
* * * 


Asian Insights 

Almost every culture has its proverbs 
indicating how humans must be knit to- 
gether for highest welfares. From China 
comes the insight that “when one leaf 
trembles, the whole bough moves.” An- 
other Asian generalization is embodied in 
the statement that ‘all the wood for a 
temple does not come from one tree.” 
Booker T. Washington used the analogy 
of the hand—in certain things be “as 
separate as the fingers; but in essentials 
be as unified as the hand.” Africans say, 
‘When one fish in the basket is bad, 
all are bad.” Kwegyir Aggrey, one of 
the noblest of Africa’s Christians, used 
to say, as he went about America, “You 
can make music of a sort with white 
keys. You may even do something with 
the black keys. But for true harmony you 
need both white and black.” 

All these figures are helping us to real- 
ize that we are bound together in one 
bundle of life. 





Reader’s Forum 
Pet Peeves from 
Pulpit and Platform 
“BEAUTIFULS” 


Most people recognize that you cannot 
pluralize an adjective. That is, you 
would never say, in listing a number of 
girls who participated in a program, 
“Beautifuls . . .” Yet, many people who 
ought to know better, try to do this with 
the adjective, “Reverend,” making it 
“Revs.” or “Reverends.” One newspaper, 
observed recently, tried to be proper by 
saying, “Revs. Mr.” instead of “the Rev- 
erend Messrs.” 


This is not confined to errors made by min- 
isters but lapses of radio, TV and other speak- 
ers should also be included. Future listings 
will depend upon contributions by readers.— 
Anonymity will be preserved.—EDITORS. 
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Mary Ellen Jackson 
Wins Hymn Contest 


Cuicaco (RNS)—A South Carolina 
woman director of Christian education 
and a Wisconsin minister have been 
named 1956 winners of a national hymn- 
writing contest for people under 30. 

Conducted jointly by the Hymn So- 
ciety of America and the United Chris- 
tian Youth Movement, the annual con- 
test was held in connection with National 
Youth Week, Jan, 25-Feb. 5. 

The winners are Miss Mary Ellen 
Jackson, of First Presbyterian church, 
Anderson, S. C., and Daniel B. Merrick, 
Jr., pastor of the United Church (Bap- 
tist and Disciples) in Milwaukee. 

Miss Jackson is director of Christian 
education for the Anderson church. She 
is a native of Florence, S. C., a graduate 
of Winthrop College and the General As- 
sembly‘s Training School (1953). 

Both hymns were based on the Youth 


Week theme of “Our Citizenship in - 


Christ.” Miss Jackson’s entry, “Come 
Forth, O Christian Youth,” was written 
to the tune of ‘““Diademata.” The tune 
of Mr. Merrick’s hymn, ‘‘O God of Truth, 
the power of Nations Free” is ‘“Toulon.” 


Added Grants Provided 
USA Pension Beneficiaries 


Retired ministers of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, and their wives and 
widows will be paid $327,000 in extra 
grants this year, from increased contri- 
butions to benevolences on the part of 
the church at large, it is announced by 
the Board of Pensions of the church in 
Philadelphia. 

The church has 2,000 retired minis- 
ters on its pension rolls who are receiv- 
ing benefits from the regular pension pro- 
gram. In addition, about 3,000 widows 
of former ministers are currently receiv- 
ing benefits. The amount of the benefits 
the retired ministers and widows of min- 
isters have been receiving was determined 
on a basis of former low salaries. These 
benefits are now considered wholly inade- 
quate by the board, and the church at 
large has been eager to increase them. 

A much improved financial position 
is in sight for ministers in active service 
who began participating in Social Se- 
curity on Jan. 1, 1955, earliest date on 
which they were permitted to participate. 
These ministers will benefit from both 
the church’s pension program and Social 
Security, when they retire. Another class 
of ministers, those who are not in active 
service, and who had been honorably re- 
tired and who were unable to return to 
active service in order to become eligible 
for Social Security benefits, are an object 
of the church’s special concern. By al- 
locating a substantial sum each year, the 
church hopes to increase minimum pen- 
sions for these individuals until their 
pensions have become a modest standard 
of living. 

FEBRUARY 20, 1956 


Come Forth, O Christian Youth — 


Tune: 


Diademata 
SMD 


By MARY ELLEN JACKSON 


Come forth, O Christian youth, 
A task before us lies: 
The world awaits the strength and zeal 
Which useful heart supplies. 
We seek to win mankind 
To choose Christ’s nobler way, 
And usher in true brotherhcod 
From every man today. 


Stand firm, O Christian youth, 
With trust in God alone, 
That we may live our Christian faith 
And make Christ truly known. 
Be ours to show all men 
The path his feet have trod, 
To make all life a sacrament 
And holy unto God. 


Grow strong, O Christian youth, 
Be loyal, brave and true, 
And strive with courage for the right 
In what we say and do. 
Thus may our words and deeds 
Be worthy in God's sight, 
And manifest to all mankind 
His way of truth and light. 


Give all, O Christian youth, 
And nought from Christ withhold; 
His Kingdom claims us for its own; 
His Spirit keeps us bold! 
As pilgrims in the world 
Yet followers of the Way, 
God make us faithful citizens 
Till his eternal day. Amen. 


Copyright, Hymn Society of America. 
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EDITORIAL 


Capital Punishment 


Not only in New York, Massachusetts 
and other states, but notably in England 
is the movement to abolish capital pun- 
ishment attracting attention. Our article 
by Dr. McKenzie (page 5) presents 
important considerations for Christians 
to bear in mind. 














The trend in this country, even in 
states where capital punishment is per- 
mitted, is away from it. In 1954 there 
were no executions in 27 states: Arizona, 
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Idaho, 
Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Massachusetts, 
Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New 
Hampshire, North Carolina, Oklahoma, 
Oregon, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah, 
Washington, Wyoming and the District 
of Columbia, in addition to those where 
capital punishment is prohibited by law: 

Maine, Michigan, Minnesota, North 
Dakota, Rhode Island, Wisconsin. 

Notice also that while capital punish- 
ment is still retained by the Federal Gov- 
ernment and 42 states, the total number 
of executions in 1954 was 82. Moreover, 
during the five year period, 1950-54, the 
average number of annual executions was 
83. This is to be compared with an an- 
nual average of 147 during the 20 years 
from 1930 to 1950. 

It is also important to remember, in 
regard to claims that capital punishment 
has a deterrent effect, that in those states 
where it is forbidden, including populous 
states like Michigan, Minnesota and Wis- 
consin, statistics do not support the 
claims—that is, crimes of violence are 
not greater. 

Professor Thorsten Sellin (sociology) 
of the University of Pennsylvania is re- 
garded as the world authority on the sub- 
ject. When he reported to the Royal 
Commission studying the question in 
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England, the commission was deeply im- 
pressed by Dr. Sellin’s testimony that 
it is impossible to prove or disprove the 
deterrent effect of capital punishment on 
the basis of available data. One com- 
mentator on the incident says, “If so great 
an expert could not pronounce that capi- 
tal punishment has a deterrent effect, 
then the argument that it is a deterrent 
has gone.” 

What troubles many earnest people is 
the finality of the punishment. You can’t 
correct a mistake. Britishers are par- 
ticularly aware of this now since Tim- 
othy Evans was executed for the murder 
of his wife and baby in 1950. In 1953 
police found the remains of six human 
bodies in the house where Evans and 
one John Christie had once lived to- 
gether. Christie admitted all the mur- 
ders, including that of Mrs. Evans and 
her baby. 

From the point of view of Christian 
concern, many people are troubled about 
the practical admission that the way to 
deal with a problem is to destroy it— 
even if it is a problem-individual. Grant- 
ed that society must be protected and that 
criminals must be restrained, it is still 
of deep concern to many that nothing 
better seems possible than destroying the 
wrongdoer. 

Woodrow Wyatt, writing from London 
in the January 8 New York Times Mag- 
azine, reports on the movement in Brit- 
ain: 

“The campaigners are now warming to 
their work with the fervor that Wilber- 
force and his followers once showed in 
their onslaughts against the Slave Trade. 
They feel confident that their task will be 
shorter than his life’s work, which re- 
mained uncompleted at his death.” 

A source of current information in 
this country is the American League to 
Abolish Capital Punishment, 14 Pearl 
Street, Brookline 46, Mass. 


GUEST EDITORS 


The Church Must 
Make a Difference 


I should like to see our denomination 
have the reputation of being outstandingly 
community minded; concerned for a stra- 
tegic churching of the city and the coun- 
tryside; an advocate for slum clearance 
and soil conservation; a spokesman for 
the dignity of labor and the sanctity of 
the soil; enemy of juvenile delinquency 
wherever it exists; loyal supporter of the 
public schools and all other agencies 
making for community health; articulate 
in praise of good government and in de- 
nouncing flagrant dishonesty and cor- 
ruption. The list is merely illustrative. 
What I am saying is that the church 
must be vital, must make a difference, 
must be informed, must be intelligent, 
must bear witness. For we shall com- 
mend ourselves to the community by 





what we are—not by what we claim to 
be.—STANLEY U. NortH in The Chris- 
tian Sun. 








| Wilbur La Roe Says: 


Interposition. The theory of inter- 
position is without sound legal basis as 
applied to segregation. Of course it is 
true that the Supreme Court may not pre- 
vent a state from exercising rights re- 
served under the Tenth Amendment. But 
the states agreed in the Fourteenth 
Amendment not to “abridge the privileges 
or immunities of citizens of the United 
States.”” The States also agreed in Ar- 
ticle III of the Constitution that “the 
judicial power of the United States shall 
be vested in one Supreme Court.” The 
interposition theory may represent good 
wishful thinking but it represents a poor 
quality of Constitutional law. 





Segregation. ‘The university’s (of 
Alabama) department of sociology and 
anthropology offers at least one under- 
graduate course and at least one gradu- 
ate seminar in race relations. We trust 
these are good courses and that some day 
some of Saturday’s Tuscaloosa paraders 
will stop singing Dixie (good song, and 
popular North as well as South) long 
enough to take them.”—New York 
Times. 


Unbelievable Texas. The feeling 
among us Yankees about Texas is one 
of wonder, amazement and affection. 
Texas thrills us. Perhaps the suggestion 
that the U.N. would be strengthened if 
it would admit Texas as a member is not 
to be taken any more seriously than the 
suggestion that the United States should 
send an ambassador to Texas. It all 
adds up to the fact that Texas is a won- 
derful empire and big enough and rich 
enough to be a nation by itself. What 
would we do without Texas? 


Air Balloons. Secretary Dulles is to 
be commended for allaying Russian fears 
about our atmospheric balloons by dis- 
continuing them. This is true whether 
or not the Russian fears are justified. 


Secretary Benson’s “Boner.” That 
even a statesman of the highest integrity 
can err and be politically lambasted is 
demonstrated by Secretary Benson’s un- 
witting endorsement of a vitriolic and 
unfair attack on farmers. This unhappy 
incident proves: (a) that some govern- 
ment departments are getting so big that 
top officials cannot possibly know what 
goes on under them; (b) that an official 
at his peril allows subordinates to sign 
his name; (c) that politics is a cruel 
game without a scintilla of Christian 
charity, so that an honest mistake often 
gets the same punishment as intentional 
wrong-doing. 
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No. 8 in a series on the Christian doctrine of rewards 


Ill. Conclusions: 
2. The Best Rewards Are Spiritual 


By KENNETH 


“Tam thy... exceeding great reward.” 
—Gen. 15:1. 


F WE TAKE “living by the Spirit” 

seriously, then we shall find that we 
are rewarded here and now for the best 
things we have done. It is not only true 
that life brings to us more than we bring 
to it, and thus we are overpaid in the 
final reckoning; but it is true that we 
are specifically rewarded for specific ac- 
tions, and that the nobler the action, the 
more the reward is fitted to it. Only 
spiritual persons recognize this. 

The very person who is pitied by others 
because he has missed some of the prizes 
most sought for in the hucksters’ world, 
may be one in whose inner life there is a 
treasure he would never exchange for the 
best this world has to offer. 

What I mean by spiritual, I shall pres- 
ently say. Meanwhile it can be clear 
enough that the best rewards are spiritual, 
first of all, because they are God’s and 
come from him. Which would you rather 
win, one hundred dollars at a bartenders’ 
raffle, or a personal note of thanks from 
the President of the United States? If 
you prefer the hundred dollars, it shows 
that you have small sense of human dig- 
nity. If you turn down God’s offers for 
man’s, it shows how unresponsive you are 
to God—shows that you have small sense 
of religion. 

Spiritual rewards are the kind God 
gives; although good men and women may 
be the blessed means whereby God bestows 
his greater gifts, these gifts are what 
even the best of men cannot give of them- 
selves. 

Whatever a spiritual reward may be, 
even before we define it we can guess the 
truth that it is best because it lasts long- 
est. Physical, economic, material rewards 
of any sort—money, prestige, honors, all 
perish in the grave if not before. The 
Phi Beta Kappa key is laid away, per- 
haps buried in the casket; the honorary 
degrees are now lines in Who’s Who, 
the positions held are a matter of history, 
the money has been spent or misspent but 
is now not negotiable in heaven or in 
hell. Whatever your other rewards may 
have been in this life, you will have had 
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J. FOREMAN 


to enjoy them on the premises, here and 
now. You cannot take them with you. 
But a spiritual reward you can take with 
you; it is all you can take. It is as im- 
perishable as spirit itself. You can out- 
live every other kind of recognition and 
honor; but not this. 


PIRITUAL REWARDS are best be- 

cause they are suited to vour best. It 
is all true that man is not a layer cake, 
the bottom part “flesh” and the top layer 
“spirit.” Spirit is not in us like pins in 
pincushions. It is true, also, that spirit 
is not necessarily good. But it is true 
that what is spiritual in a man is that 
in him, or about him, or of him, which 
can be most God-like. The best about 
a man may not be his spirit, but it can be; 
and in a Christian man it is the best 
about him. It is what we most cherish 
in our friends while they live, and most 
love to recall after their voices have long 
been stilled. A spiritual reward, then, is 
what satisfies the spirit, is suited to the 
spirit, and hence to man’s highest and 
best. (Hence another indication that 
only those who are sensitive to what is 
highest and best can appreciate spiritual 
rewards.) We give a dog a bone, and he 
is grateful; we give a child candy, and he 
smiles; we tell a Boy Scout a joke, and 
he laughs; and so on up the line. Bones, 
candy, jokes may all be good. 


But man at his best has something in 
him which is not satisfied with any- 
thing less than what appeals to his 
highest. 


Spiritual rewards are best, once more, 
because they change you into the likeness 
of God. For now it is time to say what 
a spiritual reward is, and to say also that 
if we live by the Spirit we are actually 
rewarded, here and now, for the best 
things we have done. Leaving all slighter 
works out of account, consider self-sacri- 
fice. Granted, not many can lay claim 
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to this; but those happy few who have 
given their very selves for the sake of 
others are more than repaid. Not in the 
fancied superiority of conceited martyr- 
dom, not in any feeling of being better 
than less devoted persons, does their re- 
ward come; not in being famous, admired 
or influential. 

Self-sacrifice for its own sake is not in 
the picture here; what could be more fool- 
ish? Self-sacrifice for trivial ends hardly 
makes sense at all. But self-giving for 
the sake of Christ and his Kingdom is 
the most reward-deserving of all types 
of action possible to man. 


Whatever rewards may be reserved 
for it in worlds beyond this, here and 
now the reward is sure. 


OR SACRIFICIAL LIVING in 

Jesus’ name and spirit brings to a 
man or woman the priceless present re- 
ward of sharing the life and character of 
God. Those who live on a lower plane 
cannot see this. But how is one rewarded 
for a sense of beauty? One may be re- 
warded by being given commissions to 
paint duchesses’ portraits; but the real 
reward for the lover of beauty is beauty 
itself. So the reward for those who are 
aware of God, and in love with him, 
through whom his love pours, bringing 
them to the point where self-sacrifice 
seems no sacrifice at all—the reward of 
this is not something given from without 
but something that takes place within— 
nothing less than being transformed 
“from glory to glory” into the image of 
God. 

This is not saying that a Christian 
must undertake services of love in order 
to be thus rewarded—that is a motive 
centered in self after all. This is not 
saying, either, that the person so reward- 
ed is invariably aware of what is hap- 
pening. ‘Moses knew not that his face 
shone” after he had been living with God. 
“When saw we Thee—?” some saints 
will ask at the last day. 

Nevertheless, those who live close 
enough to God to share his Spirit, those 
who “‘fill up that which is lacking in the 
affliction of Christ,” do not need to wait 
for reward; they find Christ growing 
within them now. How can such a soul 
say, “Give me more!’’? 
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McCormick and Drew 
Sponsor Expedition 


Maptson, N. J. (RNS)—Drew Theo- 
logical Seminary here (Methodist) and 
McCormick Seminary (Presbyterian) in 
Chicago will join in the first major Amer- 
ican archaeological excavation in Pales- 
tine since World War II. 

Plans for an expedition to the ancient 
city of Shechem, to be carried out in 
three major phases over the next five 
years, were announced by Presidents Fred 
G. Holloway of Drew and Robert Worth 
Frank of McCormick. 

The expedition will be led by George 
Ernest Wright, professor of Old Testa- 
ment at McCormick and editor of The 
Biblical Archaeologist. Dean Bernhard 
W. Anderson of Drew will be adminis- 
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trative director. 

Major campaigns in the expedition are 
planned for 1957, 1959 and 1961. Dr. 
Wright and Dean Anderson will visit the 
site this summer to make preliminary ar- 
rangements. They will be accompanied 
by Frank Cross of McCormick, one of 
two American scholars on the interna- 
tional team which is translating the Dead 
Sea Scrolls, and Lawrence E. Toombs of 
Drew. 

Ancient Shechem, today a mound of 
ruins called Tel Balata, was an impor- 
tant city of Palestine in Biblical times. 
It was the capital of a large Canaanite 
city-state in the days before Israel and 
it possessed the greatest wall and the 
largest temple thus far found in the Pal- 
estine of that day. 

A united Israel came into being there 
in solemn covenant during Joshua’s time. 
Jeroboam, the first king of Northern Is- 
rael, was crowned in the city. The 
Samaritans later maintained a temple in 
Shechem. 

Permission to excavate the site has 
been granted by Lancaster Harding, di- 
rector of the Department of Antiquities 
for the Jordan government. Previous ex- 
cavations there, undertaken in the 1920s 
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by German archaeologists, were “crude in 
method and did more harm than good,” 
Dr. Wright said. 


NCC to Review Need 
Of Office in Chicago 


New York (RNS) — The General 
Board of the National Council of 
Churches, meeting here, voted to review 
its action of Sept., 1954, to establish a 
major midwest Council office in Chicago. 

The earlier decision was made at the 
same time that the General Board voted 
to designate New York City as the site 
of the Council’s permanent headquarters. 

In voting to reconsider its action, the 
General Board said it was complying 
with recommendations of the National 
Council’s member communions and of 
the Chicago Church Federation. ‘These 
bodies maintained that there was no need 
for a main office in Chicago. They said 
that such an office would be both expen- 
sive and undesirable for program pur- 
poses. 

The General Board made it clear, 
however, that Council offices for super- 
vising the churches’ migrant ministry in 
the Mississippi valley and for regional 
fund-raising would remain permanently 
in Chicago. 

Meanwhile, most of the National Coun- 
cil offices now housed in Chicago, includ- 
ing those of its Commission on General 
Christian Education, will move to New 
York in April. 

The move had been authorized when 
the headquarters action was taken in 
Sept. 1954. But it was not expected to 
take place until the United Church Cen- 
ter at Morningside Heights here, which 
will house the National Council, is com- 
pleted sometime in 1958. 

The move was hastened by the forth- 
coming demolition of the Pullman Build- 
ing where the Chicago offices are located. 
It will bring together General Christian 
Education, Christian Higher Education, 
and Missionary Education, the three 
major units of the National Council’s 
Division of Christian Education. 

* ok * 
HUNDREDS of people can talk for one 
who can think, but thousands can think 
for one who can see. To see clearly is 
poetry, prophecy and religion all in one. 
—RUSKIN. 
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MOVIE OF THE MONTH* 


The Court-Martial of 
Billy Mitchell 


At a time when preparedness is the 
order of the day and the paramount im- 
portance of air power in modern warfare 
is a recognized fact, it is interesting to 
look back thirty years. Shortly after World 
War I, U.S. Army General Billy Mitch- 
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ell who had been one of its flying heroes 
became greatly concerned with the de- 
velopment of our Air Force. He was of 
an independent turn of mind and im- 
patient with the delays and the obstacles 
placed in the way of his proposed plans, 
so he chose some rather spectacular means 
to bring this to the attention of the coun- 
try. This eventually led to his demotion 
to the rank of Colonel and, when two 
tragic air accidents which, in his esti- 
mation could have been avoided by better 
safety measures and by not taking un- 
necessary risks, killed several of the 
young fliers he had helped to train, he 
seized the occasion to criticize those he 
held responsible for the mishaps. This 
brought about his court-martial. 

All of this background precedes the 
crucial episode of the court-martial pro- 
ceedings in the inspiring motion picture 
drama produced by U.S. Pictures and pre- 
sented by Warner Brothers, in Cinema- 
Scope and WarnerColor. It is the story 
of a man whose case has been proven in 
time, of his fearless courage, his fore- 
sight by which he hoped to save his coun- 
try from the results of its own lack of 
vision and the revelation of possible dan- 
gers at stake. 

Thus we witness, with the help of 
careful research and verification of court 
records so that authenticity may be as- 
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sured, the court-martial of Billy Mitchell, 

The excitement which prevailed at the 
time is felt throughout the film. The ab- 
solute discipline demanded by the mili- 
tary court, the seemingly infallible opin- 
ions expressed, the inquisition-like prose- 
cution appear frighteningly dictatorial 
to a lay spectator. Not even the accused 
in this case seems to question it. He 
did assert, however, that being a good 
soldier does not imply that one cannot 
think, but that one has the right to fight 
for justice and to keep his faith in what 
he feels is right. 

The suspense engendered by this trial 
is intense. Mitchell is shown as taking 
the verdict of “guilty of the charges,” 
his demotion and suspension of duties 
for five years stoically. Gary Cooper 
gives an earnest portrayal of the militant 
Mitchell. Some of the characterizations 
may be somewhat exaggerated but, as a 
whole, they ring true. Especially con- 
vincing is that of Senator Frank Reid of 
Illinois by Ralph Bellamy. 

This is a story well told and, when at 
its conclusion, the few planes of thirty 
years ago fly in a wide expanse of sky, 
with the accompaniment of the hesitant 
strains of an orchestral background of 
what became the Air Force song of latter 
years, crescendoing into the “‘blue yonder” 
with the latest plane formations streak- 
ing across a luminous horizon, it be- 
comes a posthumous tribute to a man who 
saw the world ahead of his time. FOR: 
Family. 


N. C. and Virginia Councils 


Both North Carolina’s and Virginia’s 
state councils of churches have taken clear 
and strong stands in support of ministers 
and churches that have been attacked in 
the current integration struggle in the 
public schools. 

North Carolina’s statement said that 
any private school plan, as suggested, 
would inject “tragic cleavages into our 
social structure and deprive our children 
of their rightful educational heritage.” 
Evasion of the Supreme Court decision, 
it said, is disloyalty to the supreme law 
of the land. 

The Virginia statement was like it, 
particularly expressing support of leaders 
who have been attacked because of their 
work for integration. 
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Christ Confronts the Modern World 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Luke 19:28-20:47 Print 19:37-48 
Sunday School Lesson for March 4, 1956 


“Would that even today you knew the 
things that make for peace” (Luke 19:42 
RSV). Jesus spoke these words to a gen- 
eration that was rushing blindly into an 
unnecessary war that spelled their na- 
tion’s doom. Could he speak similar 
words to our own generation? We won- 
der. 

Let us review the situation—in Jesus’ 
day. 


|. Jesus’ Triumphal Entry 

Jesus spent Saturday, the Jewish Sab- 
bath, in Jericho at the home of Zacchaeus 
(19:1-27). Early Sunday morning he 
left Jericho and began to ascend on foot 
the rather steep road to Jerusalem, about 
twenty miles away. Between Jericho and 
Jerusalem, about eighteen miles from 
the former, were the two little towns of 
Bethany and Bethpage. The exact loca- 
tion of Bethpage is not known, but Beth- 
any was on the road just where it begins 
to slope up the Mount of Olives on the 
far side from Jerusalem. The Mount of 
Olives itself was on the eastern outskirts 
of Jerusalem; it rose 200 feet above the 
temple and 2,600 feet above the level of 
the Mediterranean. As Jesus approach- 
ed these little villages he sent two of his 
disciples on ahead with instructions to 
secure for his use, a colt, the foal of an 
ass, 

The disciples did as Jesus directed and 
soon returned with the animal desired. 
An unused colt could not be provided 
with trappings. The disciples, there- 
fore, put some of their own garments on 
the creature to serve as a saddle. Jesus, 
mounting the animal, started on the last 
few miles to Jersualem. Meanwhile a 
crowd had collected, made up in large 
part of pilgrims on their way to the feast. 
Many of these took their coats and spread 
them on the road over which Jesus was 
to walk. Still others strewed leaves cut 
from the fields. To spread garments 
and leaves in this way was a part of 
the reception given to a king by an en- 
thusiastic crowd. Evidently these pil- 
grims were escorting Jesus to the capital 
of the nation as the Messianic king fore- 
told by the prophets. This is made plain 
by the shouts that accompanied their 
action. 

Just where the road begins to descend 
the Mount of Olives, the city, for the 
first time, breaks into sight. At this 
point the whole multitude began to re- 
joice and praise God with a loud voice for 
all the mighty works which they had 
seen, i.e., at the hands of Jesus. The 
words reported by Matthew (21:9) and 
Mark (11:9-10) are from the 118th 
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psalm, a Messianic psalm, which was 
sung by the people as they wended their 
way around the altar at the great festivals. 
Their use on this occasion indicated that 
they recognized Jesus as the Messiah 
whose coming the psalm was supposed to 
predict. Luke reports additional cries 
of the crowd, expressive of its real feel- 
ing, or else paraphrasing his actual words 
for the benefit of his Gentile readers: 
“Blessed be the King who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Peace in heaven and 
glory in the highest!”—words which 
seem to mean that peace is willed toward 
man by him who dwells in heaven, and 
that men should, therefore, glorify God 
who inhabits the highest heaven. 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd, 
fearful lest the demonstration get out of 
hand, said, ‘“Teacher, rebuke your dis- 
ciples.” He answered, “I tell you, if 
these were silent, the very stones would 
cry out,” a proverb showing the impos- 
sibility of checking their enthusiasm. A 
moment later there came a bend in the 
road from which there is the first com- 
manding view of Jerusalem, including 
the temple. Jesus could no longer hold 
back the tears . The shouts of the crowd 
did not deceive him. He knew that Jeru- 
salem would not receive him. His mind 
was burdened however, not so much with 
his own sorrow as with the doom of the 
city. In rejecting him they had rejected 
the things which belonged to peace. The 
road which they were now following was 
a road which led to war. And in the end 
Rome would besiege and destroy the city 
and with it, the Jewish nation. ‘The 
time of your visitation” means the time 
when opportunity for a decisive choice 
was at their gates in the person of Jesus. 


Il. Its Significance 

Quite evidently, Jesus intended his 
triumphal entry to be (1) a declaration 
of his Messiahship. This is the more 
significant in that it was the first such 
declaration he had made to the public. 
Hitherto he had consistently refused to 
avow himself. The demoniacs who 
guessed his secret had been bound to 
secrecy. The disciples whose confession 
he had confirmed had also been reduced 
to silence. Now in a picturesque and 
unmistakable manner he offers himself 
to the nation as its promised deliverer. 
The fact that Jesus did intend his en- 
trance to be a proclamation of his Mes- 
siahship lies on the surface of the narra- 
tive. He consciously and deliberately 
fulfilled Zechariah’s prophecy [9:10-11 ] 
concerning the coming of the Messiah 
and not only allowed his followers to in- 


terpret his entrance in this way, but re- 
fused to silence them when the Pharisees 
urged him to do so. The reason why 
Jesus now, for the first time, publicly 
declared that he was the Messiah is not 
hard to understand. To have done so 
hitherto would have invited misunder- 
standing and wrecked his program so dif- 
ferent from that expected of the Messiah. 
But now he had only one more week to 
live. To conceal his claim any longer 
would also be to invite misunderstand- 
ing. For three years he had carried on 
his ministry up and down the length and 
breadth of the land, and the time had 
come to offer himself to the nation as 
their Savior. 

But Jesus meant his triumphal entry 
(2) to reveal the nature of his Messiah- 
ship. He wished to make it clear to his 
disciples and to the people generally that 
he relied on goodwill and suffering to win 
his way. The people expected a political 
deliverer, a conquering hero, who would 
lead them in throwing off the bondage of 
Rome and who would restore the glories 
of David’s kingdom. Jesus, as he en- 
tered the city on the foal of an ass de- 
clared that he came not as a warrior king 
but as the prince of peace. No warrior 
ever rode an ass; that beast was the 
symbol of peace, as the horse was that of 
wart. 

Jesus foresaw however that the nation 
would not accept a Messiah who relied 
on peaceful means, and therefore as he 
caught his first glimpse of the city in 
all of its splendor the tears could not be 
checked. He was the Christ, but not the 
Christ whom the people wanted. He saw 
clearly that the people’s refusal of his 
peaceful program meant ultimate war 
with Rome. And he was right. Luke 
19:43-44 contains a striking picture of 
what actually happened at the capture 
of Jerusalem by Titus in A.D. 70. And 
this disastrous war with Rome which 
brought an end to the Jewish nation came 
because the Jewish people could not be 
weaned from the hope of a great political 
deliverance through physical force, could 
not be persuaded to adopt the way of 
goodwill as advocated by him. 

Only twice in the Scriptures do we 
read that Jesus wept—once at the grave 
of Lazarus, in the presence of death, and 
here over a city doomed to prolonged suf- 
fering because it would not accept him 
and his way of life. 

Jesus wept over Jerusalem; he has 
wept, also, we can be sure, over Warsaw 
and Berlin and Hiroshima. Does he, as 
he looks into the future weep also over 
New York and London and Moscow as 
cities doomed to destruction? Jesus la- 
mented, “Would that even today you 
knew the things that make for peace.” 
Do we know? We are heavily armed, 
and we hope that the threat of reprisal 
will make attack impossible. But of that 
we cannot be sure. Congress will haggle 
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over questions of foreign aid, and the 
question may be settled on grounds of 
political expediency. If it is a question 
of Formosa or Quemoy or Matsu, ques- 
tions of national interest and of national 
honor will be raised. But what about 
justice and goodwill and cooperation for 
the common good? Are they the guiding 
lights of our foreign policy? Ought they 
to be? Could they be, or will America 
only respond when its own interests are 
threatened? “The things that make for 
peace,” said Jesus “are hid from your 
eyes.” And so they have been through 
the ages to most heads of government. 
God grant that it may not be with the 
world leaders of today. 


lll. The Cleansing of the Temple 

In Luke’s account the cleansing of the 
temple seems to follow immediately upon 
Jesus’ first entrance into the city. Mark’s 
more chronological arrangement, how- 
ever, indicates that it was on the follow- 
ing day. On Sunday Jesus entered the 
temple and looked it over. Monday morn- 
ing he returned to do what his prelim- 
inary investigation had shown to be nec- 
cessary. He began to cast out those 
that sold and those that bought in the 
temple and overthrew the tables of the 
money-changers and the seats of them 
that sold doves. 

“The traffic in question was in animals 
required for sacrifice. As the law de- 
manded that these should be free of cer- 
tain prescribed faults it was less risky for 
worshippers to purchase victims which 
had already been passed by the temple 
scrutineers than to bring animals of their 
own which might or might not answer 
to prescribed standards. Hence a busy 
and lucrative trade went on in the temple 
courts under the patronage of the wealth- 
ier priestly families. among whom the 
house of Boethius and the house of Annas 
were consp'cuous.” 

The chief priests reaped a tremendous 
harvest from the concessions sold to the 
merchants and these in turn cheated the 
gullible worshippers who came from all 
parts of the world. The whole thing 
was a public scandal in Jesus’ day against 
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which many protests had been lodged. 
Nevertheless the evil seemed firmly en- 
trenched, for the chief priests who bene- 
fitted by the monopoly controlled the 
politics of the city just as they controlled 
the religion. 

“To just what (Jesus’) act owed its 
success we cannot say: the speed and sur- 
prise with which Jesus took the situation 
in his own hands, the guilty conscience of 
the dealers and the authorities who per- 
mitted this trade, the approval and sup- 
port of general public sentiment, or simply 
the imposing impression of Jesus’ person- 
ality.” (Bundy: The Passion Week) 

At any rate it was not physical force 
on which Jesus’ relied. John does in- 
deed mention a whip (placing the scene 
at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry), but 
it was probably used to drive out the 
sheep and the cattle (2:15). “Had Jesus 
resorted to violence,” says Tittle, “‘the 
money changers and those who sold would 
most probably have overpowered him. As 
it was they had to admit that he had right 
on his side—and public opinion. What 
cleansed the temple was moral force, 
backed by the conscience of those respon- 
sible for an unseemly traffic and the 
hearty applause of indignant worship- 
pers.” 

After he had cleansed the temple Jesus 
proceeded to inform the people as to the 
reasons for his action. The gist of his 
explanation, according to Mark (11:17) 
was that God had intended his house to 
be a house of prayer for all nations 
(Isaiah 56:7) but they had made it a 
den of robbers (Jeremiah 7:11)—ex- 
ceeding strong language, but an appro- 
priate description of the notorious fraud 
with which the business of the temple 
was conducted. The constituted authori- 
ties who had licensed this desecration of 
the temple were the chief priests and the 
scribes and the principal men of the 
city. When they heard of Jesus’ action, 
which flouted their religious and political 
authority and struck at the source of their 
income, and of his characterization of 
their business before the general public 
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as nothing less than robbery, they were 
naturally indignant. Till now 

“they had paid little attention to the 
Galilean teacher and healer. But they 
could not overlook his deed in the temple. 
This was going too far. It was a direct 
challenge of their authority, and a body 
blow to a lucrative business—an unpardon- 
able offense even now among those who 
hold that the church had no proper con- 
cern with politics or business but only 
with the ‘spiritual’ (sic) life.’ (Ernest 
Fremont Tittle in The Gospel According to 
Luke, Harper and Brothers) 


They would have proceeded against 
Jesus at once but they were afraid of the 
people, who hung upon him, listening, 
and looked upon him as a prophet, if not 
as the Messiah. 

Hitherto it was chiefly the Pharisees 
who had opposed Jesus, on religious 
grounds. Now he had aroused a more 
dangerous opposition, the most powerful 
political faction in Jerusalem, an un- 
scrupulous clique of men that determined 
to quiet forever this Galilean fanatic who 
interfered with their profitable racket, 
and who by his Messianic claims was 
likely to involve them in trouble with 
Rome. The opposition of the Pharisees 
in two years time had not made much 
headway, but one week after the high 
priests entered the fray he was dead. 

Dr. Bundy in his book, The Passion 
Week, says, “If we ask the plain his- 
torical question, What one thing brought 
about Jesus’ death in such an abrupt and 
tragic manner, we shall have to answer, 
the cleansing of the temple.” This was 
the act, he continues, “‘that set the death 
machinery going that crushed him in less 
than a week. If Jesus had not cleansed 
the temple he might have worked in 
Jerusalem for weeks and months, even 
years.” And yet, he adds, “‘as we learn 
to know Jesus in the gospel story we can- 
not imagine his failing to cleanse the 
temple.” 

Do you agree with this last remark? 
Why? What does this incident reveal 
about Jesus’ character? What do you 
suppose his attitude would be toward 
modern evils? What evils would he op- 
pose? How much would he oppose them? 
How would he have us oppose them? Is 
there anything in the modern church 
that would make him indignant or grieve 
his soul? Are places of worship to be 
kept sacred today? What is meant by 
keeping a church sacred to the service of 
God? For what purpose other than that 
of worship is it legitimate to use a church 
building ? 

Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Scrip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


TOWARD A THEOLOGY OF EVANGE- 
LISM. By Julian N. Hartt. Abingdon Press, 
New York and Nashville. 119 pp., $2.00. 

Dr. Hartt, Noah Porter professor of 
philosophical theology at Yale Divinity 
School, has given us a book that is “‘some- 
thing by way of reflection upon funda- 
mentals of Christian experience, reflection 
inspired by the desire to grasp the mean- 
ing of the church’s commission.” And 
it reads just so: like one devoted servant 
of Jesus Christ setting down what are 
for him the fundamentals, the essential 
evangelistic message for our time. 

Faith in God the Father Almighty as 
the first principle of the church’s evan- 
gelical mission, the confession of the 
absolute lordship of Jesus Christ as the 
only means for keeping the mission from 
becoming synthetic, shallow and finally 
confused, the church existing in tension 
between its divine commission and its 
worldly involvement—these are salient 
points that lead the author to the two 
chapters which, for this reader, were 
worth the price of the book. Under the 
heading, “World Revolution and Indi- 
vidual Transformation,” Dr. Hartt sees 
the now of salvation as comprehending 
the radical, essential and ultimate change 
in the creature and in the created order 
as such. In “Evangelical Zeal and Cul- 
tural Pride,” he brings the Christian love 
of persons, obedience to God and sense of 
immediacy of the gospel message strongly 
to bear upon that cultural pride which is 
the church’s danger-point in every age. 

In a day of pseudo-psychiatric ram- 
blings around the fringes of the gospel, 
this tightly written little hock may call 
a lot of us back to essentials. 





HERBERT E. MANNING. 
Kirksville, Mo. 

NO WINGS IN THE MANSE. By Betty 
Frist. Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, 
N. J., 159 pp., $2.50. 

This is a book of rollicking good 
times in the families of two preachers. 
Mrs. Frist, who is the wife of the pas- 
tor of the Government Street Presby- 
terian Church, Mobile, Ala., tells many 
stories from the Ferran family, of which 
she was one of six children, and many 
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others from the Frist and other house- 
holds. 
non-conformity she has managed not to 
develop the sepulchral “preacher tone,” 
so she writes the story with freedom and 
lively interest. 

Many friends will find episodes from 
their experiences related in more or less 


In all these years of ecclesiastical | 


conjunction to the Ferran-Frist Odyssey | 
and the fund of “‘preacher’s family” stores | 


will soar with the reading and telling 
about this book. 
It is not all lighthearted for there is 


an undercurrent of serious purpose that 


pervades it. 


A good many readers will be surprised | 
to discover that life in some preachers’ | 


families is a long sea-mile from what 
they thought. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





The Interpreter’s Bible—Volume 5. Ec- 
clesiastes, Song of Songs, Isaiah, Jeremiah. 
Abingdon Press, Nashville. $8.75. 

Devil at My Heels. Louis Zamperini with 
Helen Itria. E, P. Dutton & Co., Ine., N. Y. 
$3.95. 

Church and Campus. Edited by DeWitt 
C. Reddick. John Knox Press, Richmond. 
$2.00, cloth. $1.00. paper. 

When God Quit. Blanche B. Coggan. 
Greenwich Book Publishers, Ine., N. Y. 
$3.50. 

Come as You Are. 
don Press, Nashville. 


O. H. Austin. 
$1.50. 


Abing- 


An account of 
the boisterous 
years on the 
American 


frontier 


Autobiography 
of 


CARTWRIGHT 


Introduction by Charles L. Wallis 





The life and times of one of the earli- 
est and best-known circuit riders, de- 
scribed in his own words. His commen- 
tary on customs of the day and his 
account of religion’s growth in the 
back country make remark- 
ably entertaining reading. 


$3.75 







at all bookstores 
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PETER MARSHALL'S FAITH 


Two Inspirational Messages by Peter Marshall 
from MR. JONES, MEET THE MASTER 


Here, in his own words, is the essence of Peter Marshall's 
preaching ministry. “The Grave in the Garden” is witness to 
his faith in life after death, and in “Keepers of the Springs,” 
Dr. Marshall pays tribute to the mothers of the world as 
guardians of Christ’s principles here on earth. 
famous Peter Marshall messages are unforgettable to read and 


These two 





THE SALTY TANG 


Mess: g-s for Today 
FREDERICK B. SPEAKMAN 


Minister, The Third Presbyterian 
Church, Pittsburgh 


Written in sharp, pungent style, these 
messages strike to the heart of man’s 
needs. Dr. Speakman ranges through 
Gospel and story, each message pointing 
up a moral or truth so clearly as to com- 
pel doubters to believe and the wayward 
to acknowledge failure. Readers will 





find this a book they “cannot put down.” 


THE MIRACLE 
OF THE CROSS 


The Story of the Centurion 
ROBERT R. BROWN 


This is the story of Calvary told by an 
eyewitness—the centurion in charge of 
the soldiers who put H'm to desth. It is 
the story of what the centurion saw, 
heard and felt. This book is not fiction, 
but Scripture-based devotional material, 
filled with the inspiration of a deathless 
Christ and a questing humanity. 





At your bookstore 
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CHANGES 

James M. McChesney, Jr., First church, 
Goldsboro, N. C., has accepted a call to 
the First church, Pensacola, Fla., effec- 
tive in early April. 

LeRoy Lawther, who has served as in- 
terim minister in Waynesboro, Va., is now 
at work in the same capacity in the First 
church, Anderson, S. C. 

David R. Moorefield from Asheboro, 
N. C. to Camp New Hope, Rt. 2, Chapel 
Hill, N. C. 

John McSween, who has been interim 
pastor in the Second church, Charleston, 
S. C., will return to 205 W. Maple St., 
Clinton, S. C., March 1. 

Casper |. Glenn from Philadelphia, Pa., 
to 838 E. 165th St., Bronx 59, N. Y. 

John R. Williams from Montreat, N. C., 
to the Johns Island, S. C., church. 

Ben R. Lacy, former president of Union 
Seminary, Va., in addition to assuming 
his pastoral duties of the Hampden- 
Sydney, Va., church, has also been made 
the college chaplain. 

C. K. Taffe, formerly of Cameron, N. C., 
is temporary supply of the Newnan, Ga., 
church. 

John R. Hendrick, Star City, Ark., will 
become instructor in English Bible at 
Austin Seminary next September, with 
particular responsibility for the Presby- 
terian Bible courses offered at the Uni- 
versity of Texas. William 1. Boand is 
serving in this post during the current 
year before returning to the pastoral 
ministry. 

J. F. Austin, Bennington, Okla., is to 
become Director of Christian Education 
for El Paso (Texas) Presbytery. 

E. L. Willingham, 3d, from Greenville, 
N. C., to Westminster Seminary, Chestnut 
Hill, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 

O. C. Brown, formerly of Bristol, Tenn., 
has begun his new work at Appalachia, 
Va. 

R. A. Brown and the Windsor Avenue 
church, Bristol, Tenn., have had the 
pastoral relationship dissolved. Mr. Brown 
will make his home in Bristol, working 
as an evangelist. 

DEATHS 

Charles K. Douglas, 55, who has been 
pastor of the Bainbridge, Ga., church 
less than a year, died Feb. 10 of cancer. 
He was formerly pastor in Walterboro, 
S. C. He had been ill since October. 
ARMY RESERVE 

Willie T. Taylor, of the newly-organized 
South Tryon church, Charlotte, N. C., has 
been appointed a First Lieutenant in the 
Army Reserve’s Chaplain’s Branch. He 
is the only Negro chaplain affiliated with 
the Southern Presbyterian Church. 
BACK IN PULPIT 

William B. Krieg, Jr., hospitalized Nov. 
2 for poliomyelitis, is now able to return 
to the pulpit of the Plain Dealing, La., 
church, preaching from a wheel chair. He 
is also able to walk with the aid of 
crutches. 

ADDITIONS 

In addition to other faculty for the 
Union Seminary (Va.) preaching clinic 
next summer, listed here Feb. 6, will 
be Julian Lake, Winston-Salem, N. C., 
pastor and the director, Robert White 
Kirkpatrick. 
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R. E. W. SPEAKERS 

Religious Emphasis Week speakers on 
various college campuses include: Fred 
V. Poag, Coker College, S. C.; B. Frank 
Hall, Wilmington, N. C., Mary Baldwin 
College; and H. Louis Patrick, St. Louis, 
Mo., Lindenwood College. 
LA. SYNOD 

Out-of-Louisiana speakers scheduled for 
the Mar. 5-7 “spiritual life retreat for 
ministers” in Alexandria, La., include: 
J. Earnest Somerville, Birmingham, Ala.; 
Marshall C. Dendy and Wm. B. Oglesby, 
Jr., Richmond, Va.; A. W. Dick, Memphis, 
Tenn.; James G. Patton and Wm. H. 
McCorkle, Atlanta, Ga. 


USA MODERATOR TO MARRY 

Paul S. Wright, Moderator of the Pres- 
byterian, USA, General Assembly, and 
Miss Mary Elizabeth McDowell, a member 
of the staff of the First church, Portland, 
Oregon, of which Dr. Wright is pastor, 
are to be married next summer. News- 
paper reports of the announcement listed 
Dr. Wright’s age as 61, Miss McDowell’s 
as 27. 


NATIONAL COUNCIL 


Roy G. Ross, general secretary of the 
National Council of Churches, is on a 
two-months air tour of the Far and 
Middle East, visiting church leaders in 
ten countries. He is expected home 
March 31. 


C. Frederick Stoerker, Columbia, Mo., 
a minister of the Evangelical and Re- 
formed church, will be associate secretary 
of the student work camp program of 
the United Student Christian Council 
of the National Council of Churches. 


Frank L. Hutchison, Bridgeport, Conn., 
a Presbyterian, USA, minister, has been 
named associate director in Asia and 
other non-European areas of Church 
World. Service. He has been director of 
the Bridgeport Council for Inter-Church 
Cooperation. 


Thomas Wieser, associate Presbyterian 
student pastor at the University of 
California, Los Angeles, has been named 
associate secretary for study of the 
United Student Christian Council. 
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